IN T RO D U C T IO N
R hodnius n e g le ctu s, described by Lent in 1954, is a triatomid found in the Brazilian states of Bahia, Minas Gerais, Goiás and São Paulo.
Freitas et al3. studying triatomids in Northeastem São Paulo refer to R. neglectus found principally in palm trees (macaúbas). It is rarely found in human dwellings. Barreto et al1, in 1966, studying a population of T. cru z i found in a wild environment in Ribeirão Preto County (São Paulo State) also mention finding R. neglectus in m acaúba palm trees; once it was found in an opossum nest. Lent and Juberg6 al so mention that this triatomid is mainly found in wild habitats. For the most part, they are restricted to the crowns of palm trees and afew were found in bird nests of the Furnariidae family or hollow trees. Perlowagora-Szumlewicz et al8 . and Perlowagora-Szumlewicz9 analysed some aspects of the feeding behavior and biology of R. neglec tus, comparing it to other species of triatomids.
In order to add more information on the biology of R. neglectus to the existing literature, the present paper aims at studying, under laboratory conditions, the life cycle of a stráin of this triatomid from North of Formosa County, Goiás State.
M A T E R IA L S A N D M E T H O D S 1. O rigin o f the p o p u latio n stu d ied
As in the study of T. só rd id a 1 , the popu lation of R. neglectus studied in this paper was originated from a female insect caught in the field, already laying eggs. This female came from a site about 156 km Northeast of Brazilia, D. F., on the BR-020 highway. This female was found in a wild environment, in a palm crown habitat.
The number of first instar nymphs used for the study of the life sycle corresponded to 82.17% of the total eggs laid by this female in the laboratory. 
M aintenance o f the p op u lation
The population of R. neglectus was maintained under the same laboratory conditions as described by Mello7 for T. sórdida. The temperature and humidity conditions were also the same used by that author, as well as the statistical analyses applied to the results.
R E S U L T S
The egg incubation period is shown in Total 467
C O M M E N T S
In his study of the biology of some tria tomid species. Dias2, in 1955, found that the length of the life cycle of R. neglectus, from first instar nymph to adult varied between 90 and 116 days. Total length for ali nymph stages varied from 62 to 76 days while the egg incubation period lasted from 20 to 23 days. They were fed on chicken blood.
Freitas et al. 4 , working at 26°C temperature and 7 5 % relative humidity, observed that the egg incubation period for R. neglectus was constant, lasting 15 days. The cycle length from egg to adult lasted 85.9 and 96.7 days, when the insects were fed every 7 and every 14 days, respectively. Mean length for ecdyses in different stages was perceptibly lower when insects were fed every 14 days.
Comparing the data of the above mentioned authors to those obtained in the present study, it was observed that the mean cycle length from egg to adult was closer to those found by Dias5 than to those found by Freitas et al. 4 . The length of ali developmental stages (Table 2) was longer than that reported by Freitas et al. 4 in spite of similar temperature, relative humidi ty and feeding (every 7 days) conditions. Mortality of R. neglectus studied by Freitas et al.4 was higher in the third stage, reaching percentages of 22.22% to 29.17%, respectively, for triatomids fed every 7 and every 14 days. Throughout the entire life cycle, mortality rates were 46.66% and 36.66% (insects were fed every 7 and every 14 days on blood).
Although Perlowagora-Szumlewicz9 does not present details about the methodology of his work, she refers to a low survival in ali nymph stages of R. neglectus (46%). Many adults were incapable of shedding their nymphal cutícle dying with incomplete ecdyses. She also mentioned that of 3,658 eggs observed 84.5% were viable.
Contrary to the findings of the above men tioned authors, the population of R. neglectus studied in the present paper showed low morta lity rates (Table 2 and 3) and high egg viability, i. e., 98.5% (Table 1) .
Mortality in nymph stages declined (Table 2  and 3), that is, higher in the first stages and decreasing successively. No adult was incapable of freeíng itself from thfc 5th stage cuticle.
Disparities between the results of this study and others may be attributed to striking differences at the population levei in the R. neglec tus species. The population studied has been maintained in the laboratory, up to the present, at a very high numerical levei.
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